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Due to its use in writing Germanic, Romance and other languages 
first in Europe and then in other parts of the world and due to 
its use in Romanizing writing of other languages, it has become 
widespread (see Latin script). It is also used officially in Asian 
countries such as China (separate from its ideographic writing) 

Malaysia, Indonesia, and Vietnam, and has been adopted by 
Baltic and some Slavic states. The Latin alphabet evolved from 
the visually similar Etruscan alphabet, which evolved from 
the Cumaean Greek version of the Greek alphabet, which was 
itself descended from the Phoenician alphabet, which in turn

derived from Egyptian hieroglyphics. The Etruscans ruled 
early Rome; their alphabet evolved in Rome over succes-
sive centuries to produce the Latin alphabet. During the 
Middle Ages, THE LATIN ALPHABET was used (sometimes with 
modifications) for writing Romance languages, which are 

direct descendants of Latin, as well as Celtic, Germanic, 
Baltic and some Slavic languages. With the age of colo-
nialism and Christian evangelism, the Latin script spread 
beyond Europe, coming into use for writing indigenous 
American, Australian, Austronesian, Austroasiatic and 
African languages. 
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DUE TO ITS USE IN WRITING GERMANIC, ROMANCE AND OTHER LAN-
GUAGES FIRST IN EUROPE AND THEN IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD 
AND DUE TO ITS USE IN ROMANIZING WRITING OF OTHER LANGUAGES, 
IT HAS BECOME WIDESPREAD (SEE LATIN SCRIPT). IT IS ALSO USED 
OFFICIALLY IN ASIAN COUNTRIES SUCH AS CHINA (SEPARATE FROM ITS 
IDEOGRAPHIC WRITING) 

MALAYSIA, INDONESIA, AND VIETNAM, AND HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY 
BALTIC AND SOME SLAVIC STATES. THE LATIN ALPHABET EVOLVED 
FROM THE VISUALLY SIMILAR ETRUSCAN ALPHABET, WHICH EVOLVED 
FROM THE CUMAEAN GREEK VERSION OF THE GREEK ALPHABET, 
WHICH WAS ITSELF DESCENDED FROM THE PHOENICIAN ALPHABET, 
WHICH IN TURN

DERIVED FROM EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHICS. THE ETRUSCANS RULED 
EARLY ROME; THEIR ALPHABET EVOLVED IN ROME OVER SUC-
CESSIVE CENTURIES TO PRODUCE THE LATIN ALPHABET. DURING 
THE MIDDLE AGES, THE LATIN ALPHABET WAS USED (SOMETIMES 
WITH MODIFICATIONS) FOR WRITING ROMANCE LANGUAGES, 
WHICH ARE 

DIRECT DESCENDANTS OF LATIN, AS WELL AS CELTIC, GERMANIC, 
BALTIC AND SOME SLAVIC LANGUAGES. WITH THE AGE OF 
COLONIALISM AND CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM, THE LATIN SCRIPT 
SPREAD BEYOND EUROPE, COMING INTO USE FOR WRITING 
INDIGENOUS AMERICAN, AUSTRALIAN, AUSTRONESIAN, AUSTROA-
SIATIC AND AFRICAN LANGUAGES. 
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464 glyphs Little Micro Sans

It is 1984 and Ridley Scott’s commercial for Apple tells us, 
“You’ll see why 1984 won’t be like '1984'.” The first Mac comes 
on the market. The Mac interface includes a font for use in 
small sizes called Chicago. The first version was designed by 
Susan Kare. The font’s modern grid-like character was also 
used for the first iPod screens, which is why this font is also 
associated with music.
Today’s font upgrade, Little Micro Sans, is suited for small-point 
texts, product labels, lists of ingredients, and small captions 
in books, magazines, websites or applications. For online use, 
a variable format is particularly handy as it offers all font styles 
in a single file, has a faster display time and takes up less 
memory. Little Micro Sans is a revolution for small sizes.
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Formats: OTF, Variable
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